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ASSESSORS MEET IN EDMONTON 


The fourth annual conference of the Alberta Assessors' Associa- 
tion was held on April 8th and 9th in the Social Room of the Northern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. It was well attended, with assessors 
coming from every section of the Province. The conference was of- 
ficially openedby A.W. Morrison, Deputy Minister of Municipal Af- 
fairs, who welcomed those in attendance on behalf of the Province. 
Mr. Morrison expressed regret that commitments as Acting Premier made 
it impossible for Hon. A.J. Hooke to be present. He said he was 
closely concerned with the work of assessors and added that a good 
assessment was basic to municipal progress. 


During registration on Thursday, official lapel buttons were 
issued to members of the Association. These handsome little insignia 
feature Alberta's floral emblem - the wild rose - superimposed on the 
outline of the Province and were enthusiastically received by all. 


Fraternal greetings were brought by G. Moyer from the Alberta 
Association of Municipal Districts and Counties. Mr. Moyer is Vice 
President of the AAMD and a veteran Councillor of Strathcona County 
No. 20. 


Program of the two-day conference covered a wide range of 
subjects and includedsuch topics as New Legislation; Assessment Al- 
lowance for a Depressed Industry; Urban Renewal; Depreciation and 
Obsolescence; Summer Cottages; The Assessors' Defence; The Concept 
of a Profession; Assessment of Industry and The Urban Official Views 
the Assessor. 


An out of the Province speaker was C,H. Chappell, Deputy 
Minister of Municipal Affairs for Manitoba, who Friday (To Page 7) 


@ FORTY-FIVE YEARS OF MUNICIPAL SERVICE 


VETERAN SECRETARY HONORED 


David Neilson Gardiner closed his desk for the last time in 
February and on March 13, government officials and fellow workers 
from Barrhead and Smoky Lake inthe north to Vulcan inthe south at- 
tended a banquet in honor of the veteran secretary-treasurer. Mr. 
Gardiner's municipal career began in 1920 in theold M.D. of Dow- 
ling Lake. He retired as Secretary-Treasurer of the M.D. of Rocky 
View No. 44, Through the forty-five years of service between those 
two positions, he earned the respect and affection of all who knew him. 


Among those attending the banquet in Mr. Gardiner's honor 
were three retired colleagues whose records of service are also ex- 
amples for younger men. William Stringer 
of Red Deer retired in 1956 after more than 
40 years of municipal service. Harold 
Hopkins who served thirty-two years has 
lived in Calgary since his retirement as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the then M.D. of 
Lacombe No. 64 in 1959. The third re- 
tired veteran was R.F, Lawrence who be- 
gan in 1927 with the old M, D, of Spring- 
bank No. 221 and retired in 1955. Also 
present was Col. E,W. Cormack who re- 
tired in 1963 after many years with the 

; University's Department of Extension. 
D.N. GARDINER During the evening A. W. Morrison, 
Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs, gave an outline of Mr. Gar- 
diner's career and thanked all the pioneers for their contribution to 
municipal life. Mr. Gardiner was then presented with an engraved 
mantel clock from the Alberta Association of Municipal (To Page 7) 
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| @ EXECUTIVE GRATIFIED BY LARGE TURNOUT | @ THE THREE SISTERS 








A JOY FOREVER: Municipal officials on their way to and from the 
Banff School of Fine Arts for the refresher course will agree this is one 
of the most inspiring among mountainscenes. Canmore, a village since 
January 1 last is off camera to the right. 


REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 16 


REFRESHER COURSE COMING UP 


The 27th Annual Refresher Course in Municipal Administration 
will be held June 17, 18 and 19, it was announced recently by Don 
Bancroft, Supervisor of the Public Administration Division, Depart- 
ment of Extension. Registration begins on Wednesday, June 16. 


Slated for study this year are such timely topics, Mr. Bancroft 
stated, as urban renewal and planning with special attention to be 
directed to the legal background of planning. Control and regula- 
tion of traffic by local authorities is another field to which the atten- 
tion of the courses will be directed. 


Mr. Bancroft said the growth of interest by urban officials in 
the refresher courses is expected to continue this year and every 
effort is being made to expand the subject material to include topics 
with which urban and rural authorities are concerned. @ 


@ WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS DISCUSSED 


ADVISORY COMMITTEES CONFER 


Delegates from 20 improvement districts and two Special Areas 
gathered March 30 and 31 at the Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton for 
the third annual conference of Advisory Committee members. A.R. 
Isbister, Director, Field Service Branch, was conference chairman. 


The conference got underway Tuesday morning with an address 
of welcome from Hon. A.J, Hooke, Minister of Municipal Affairs . 
Following Mr. Hooke, Hon. H.E. Strom, Minister of Agriculture, 
addressed the meeting, and mentioned that in his capacity as an 
M, L.A, he found Advisory Committees to be of great assistance. He 
also spoke on various phases of agricultural legislation. 

A.E, Patching, Manager of the Alberta Crop Insurance Cor- 
poration, then spoke on crop insurance, and explained that the new 
program is being instituted this year on a test basis in three different 
areas of the Province. 

The afternoon session started off with a panel 


(To Page 7) 
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™ SECOND 


THE MERRY MONTH 


May: Is an ash-blond ballerina 
Arrayed in bouffant skirts 
Of apple-green, 
Pirouetting, 
On the glowing stage 
Of Spring. 
Birds and boys 
In unison whistle 
To see her 
Whirling, leaping, 

Dipping, swaying . 

A perfect poem in motion; 
While nature's profusion 
Of floral offerings, 
Tied with gauzy ribbons 
Of sunlight, 
Lie scattered 

Around her feet. 








o Margaret Wotherspoon Virtue 


CONSERVATION IN ACTION 





We're running a few pictures of our provincial parks in this issue 
to honor the advent of another spring and whet the appetites of those 
whose annual holidays may be a month or two ahead. We also want 
a chance to say something about what conservation means to us. Pic- 
tures of the few chosen from a total of thirty-nine should serve both 
purposes admirably. 


Not that anyone has to wait until the usual holiday season to 
enjoy our provincial parks. They can enrich our days at almost any 
time of the year. Nor doesa visit involve travelling great distances . 
A glance at the map will show parks located in most sections of the 
Province . . . whichmeans there's oneor more within an hour or two 
from where we may be sitting. 


As we understand it, provincial parks are not designed as major 
tourist attractions. Visitors from distant places are welcome, naturally, 
and will be rewarded by trips to such unique places as Writing-On- 
Stone, Cypress Hills and Dinosaur among others, but the primary bene- 
ficiaries, so to speak, are the folks at home. 


Let's try that again. One of the larger objectives of the whole 
provincial park system is the conservation of natural beauty in care- 
fully selected areas for the people of Alberta. There's beauty to ab- 
sorb andhills to climb and water to watch in athousand places through- 
out the Province, but these special places are being set aside so that 
they will remain special places. For generations to come. At a time 
when bulldozers are happily knocking trees over like thistles and park- 
lands are being gobbled up for high-rise apartments, the preservation 
of a few acres or a few square miles here and there is of increasing 
urgency. 

Beauty of our lakes and rivers is about the only commodity, so 
to speak, that canbe enjoyedand leftintact. It cannot easily, thank 
heaven, be packaged or consumed. But beauty can be destroyed. 
We can denude a hillor a mountain. And we do. . . often without 
much thought. We cansludge up the sweet waters of ariver with se- 
wage and industrial wastes. We can take the serenity of a lake and 
hack its shoreline, shatter its peace and quiet, clutter it with shacks 
and despoil it with refuse. 


When we were very young our Sunday school used to hold its 
annual picnic (on the twenty-fourth of May) at a remote lake hidden 
inthe mountains. Throughmany years since then, the cupidity of com- 
merce has been at work, with the result that a rollerdrome and dance- 
hall has been built on the choicest locationof the old picnic grounds . 
On either side a highly-urbanized development has been added, so 
the shoreline is ringed with wall-to-wall cabins. Andout onthe lake, 
where trout once leaped joyfully at raindrops, only the older few re- 
member. People, that is. 


Must natural beauty always be on the retreat? In our provin- 
cial parks the answer is negative. These quiet places are being pre- 
served with the authority of the law. Facilities for the enjoyment of 
visitors are being added, but the essential character of each area is 
being left undisturbed. 


Here as we see it is conservation in action. These rivers and 
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badlands and woodedhills, these quiet lakes with rocky shores or sandy 
beaches, these special places are being conserved . . . used wisely 
. so that they will in fact improve with age. The whole concept 
of our provincial parks begins with the conservation of natural beauty . 
And that is exactly: what is happening. 


In addition to Alberta's thirty-nine provincial parks, two wilder- 
ness "areas" have been established under The Forest Reserves Act . 
These are the Siffleur Wilderness, 195 square miles in extent, some 
100 miles west of Olds; and the White Goat Wilderness, 489 square 
miles in area, which is located about 110 miles west of Red Deer. 


North west of Jasper National Park, a third vast area was set 
aside by the Government of Alberta under The Wilderness Provincial 
Park Actof 1959. By its provisions the natural beauty of 2, 149 square 
miles of mountain wonderland will be preserved for all time. The Act 
was amended at the recent session of the Legislature to change the 
name of the area to The Willmore Wilderness Park as atribute to the 
memory of the late Norman Willmore, former Minister of Lands and 
Forests. 


Also during the session, members of the Legislature approved a 
new name for Big Island, an undeveloped provincial park located in 
Lac La Biche. As a result, the island will now be known as Sir Win- 
ston Churchill Provincial Park. 


We have no doubt the people of Alberta generally will approve 
both changes. e 


INTER-OFFICE MEMO 





From: R.L. Cross, Secretary-Member, 


Assessment Equalization Board. 


To: R.A. Cantelon, 
Editor. 


Re: Equalized Assessments 


Thank you for providing a complete listing of the 1964 and 1965 
equalized assessments as established by the Assessment Equalization 
Board in respect of every municipality in the Province. 


It may be advisable atthis time to explain to municipal people 
that, generally speaking, any increase in the 1965 equalized over 
1964 can be measured by the amount of new assessment added to the 
roll for the first time inthe previous year (in this case for the tax year 
1964). Similarly, in order to determine roughly the 1966 equalized 
assessment for any municipality, the procedure would be to take the 
1965 equalized and add thereto an amount equal to that new assess- 
ment appearing on the roll for the first time in the tax year 1965. 


It may also be in order to point out to readers of The COUN- ~ 
SELLOR that the statement setting out the total equalized assessments 
for towns shows a substantial reduction in the year 1965 as compared 
to the year of 1964. This was occasioned by two of our largest towns , 
namely Jasper Place and Bowness, being annexed to the Cities of Ed- 
monton andCalgary respectively. The 1964 equalized assessments for 
these two towns were $46,947,206 and $8,989,084. Unfortunately , 
the figures were omitted from the column for 1964 as published in your 
April issue. Their inclusion is necessary to bring the total for that 
year to $263,555,005 as shown. RL. Cree 
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ALBERTA ASSESSORS' ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERS 





‘PIONEER ASSESSORS: Life memberships in the Alberta Assessors’ 
Association were presented to pioneer assessors during a testimonial 
dinner at the University's Lister Hall on April 8as a part of the annual 
conference of the Association. Presentation of certificates was by 
J.B. Laidlaw, Assessment Commissioner. 


Those so honored at the luncheon appear above. Seated: Sydney 
Gee, Bernard Gee, Paul Lloyd, Joseph Batty, John Milner, all of 








Edmonton; B.C. Hart, Athabasca; Sir A.A. Stonhouse, Red Deer; 
E,B. Nowers, Calgary; T. Walker and M.S. Halwa; Edmonton. 


Standing: G.A. James, Grande Prairie; W. Tkachuk, Willing- 
don; J.E. Cook, Edmonton; H.J. Dowling, Camrose; C. Cote, Ed- 
monton; G. (Scottie) Park, Calgary; J.H. Bilyk, Chipman; A.E. 
Sullivan, Edmonton; J.P. Martin, Edmonton; Val Lawrence, Red Deer; 
and H. Carran, Lac La Biche. (Alberta Government Photo) @ 








STEPPING-STONES IN ASSESSMENT 


A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF CHANGING PROPERTY ASSESSMENT 
PROCEDURES IN ALBERTA THROUGH THE YEARS 


BY J.B. LAIDLAW, ASSESSMENT COMMISSIONER 


(First of Two Parts) 


PRIOR TO 1912: Farmlands were taxed on aflat acreage basis 
at a very low rate. 


1912: The passage of The Rural Municipalities Act in 1912 pro- 
vided for formal assessment and levying of a uniformmill rate in rural 
municipalities. 

In the beginning assessed values were low and hardly uniform 
withina municipal unit. No allowance was made for improved cond- 
ition of landand very little allowance was made for quality of the soil . 


No standard or level of value was suggested and each assessor 
was therefore a law unto himself establishing his own values in his own 
way with little or no regard as to what was being done in other muni- 
cipalities. Quite inevitably, the result was wide differences in value 
on comparable lands or alternatively similar values on lands of widely 
varying quality. 

1919: With the coming into force of The Supplementary Tax Act 
in 1919 and the resultant imposition of a direct tax by the Province 
on the assessed value of all rateable lands, the Tax Commissioner ap- 
pointed by this Statute was authorized to fix anequalized assessment 
for all municipalities. 


1920: An Equalization Board was established with equalized 
assessments determined by the Board becoming the local assessed value 
of the municipality. 


1926: The Municipal District Act was made to provide for the 
assessment of hamlet buildings at 66 2/3% of actual value thus ending 
the single tax system in rural municipalities. It is to be noted that 
farm buildings continued toremain exempt fromassessment and taxa- 
tion. 

1929: Assessment equalization became the responsibility of the 
Alberta Assessment Commissioner with the equalized assessment of 
lands in rural municipalities becoming the assessment for purposes of 
local taxation. Regular triennial assessments in municipal districts 
came into being at this time and reflected the generally high values 











then obtaining on farm lands. 


1932: The general assessment of 1932 began to show a sharp 
decline in farm land values although the full repercussion of the de- 
Mh aoe ) 

ad not as yet been realized. 





1935: The Alberta Municipal Assessment Commission Act of 
1935 brought about the appointment of a Provincial Director of Assess- 
ments whose duty it was to establish not only equalized assessments in 
respect ofall municipalities, but also to provide proper standards and 
methods of valuation for the purpose of achieving assessment uniformity 
throughout the Province as a whole. 


1936: The advance in assessment practices and procedures came 
none too soonas the year 1936 saw the commencement of an amalgama- 
tion program whereby small school districts were formed into school 
divisions and generally comprising a number of municipalities, both 
urban and rural in nature. “(To Page 7) 





MORE 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES FOR 
PIONEER ALBERTA ASSESSORS 


In addition to those appearing in the group portrait above , 
the following Pioneer Assessors of Alberta have been presented 
with Life Membership Certificates by the Alberta Assessors' As- 
sociation: 


E. Alex Hughes, Edmonton 
Gilbert L. King, Saskatoon 
George McKay, Edmonton 
Alex D. Murison, Calgary 
J.M., Rear, Red Deer 

H. Gordon Ridley, Taber 


K. Anderson, Warner 
Godfrey Baker, Wetaskiwin 
J. Cramer, Michichi 

John Eadie, Lacombe 
Stanley Gee, Edmonton 
R,P.H. Goddard, Edmonton 
Alfred Grapentine, Evansburg Bruce Stevens, Sylvan Lake 
F.W. Harvey, Lethbridge John K. Wood, Lethbridge 


Robert Wood, Don Mills, Ontario 


4 The ALBERTA MUNICIPAL COUNSELLOR - May, 1965 


e FROM DATA PREPARED BY 
THE PARKS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF LANDS & FORESTS 


ALBERTA'S PROVINCIAL PARKS 


he Aspen Beach: On Gull Lake in the County of Lacombe No. 14. 
Consists of approximately 146 acres near the Village of Bentley. Fa- 
cilities for picnicking, boating, swimming and fishing. Tenting fa- 
cilities are provided and trailer parking is permitted. 

* * * * 
2h Beauvais Lake: Located 14 miles west of Pincher Creek in Muni- 
cipal District No. 9, this provincial park covers 552 acres. Classi- 
fied as recreational, it has much the same facilities for the visitor as 
listed above. The trout fishing isextremely good and there are saddle 
horses for rent. 

* * * * 
So Big Hill Spring: Nine miles north of Cochrane in the M.D, of 
Rocky View No. 44. Big Hill Spring Provincial Park contains 63 acres . 
Playgrounds are provided as well as picnic shelters. About 90 tents 
and trailers may be random parked. A feature here is a multitude of 
small waterfalls. 

* * * * 
4, Big Island: An undeveloped park of 640 acresin Lac La Biche 
just north of the town in I,.D. 102. The change of name to Sir Win- 
ston Churchill Provincial Park was approved during the recent session 
of the Legislature. Plans call for a causeway to facilitate access to 
the island. 

* * * * 
De Big Knife: 568 acres south of Forestburg in the County of 
Paintearth No. 18. Designated a park in 1962 it is still under de- 
velopment. The main recreation site is located at the confluence 
of Big Knife Creek and the Battle River where facilities are pro- 
vided for picnicking, boating and fishing, as well as for tents and 
trailers. 

* * * * 
6. Bow Valley: Forty miles west of Calgary on the Trans- 
Canada Highway in 1.D, 46, the 2384 acres make Bow Valley 
one of the larger provincial parks. About 150 tents and trailers 
can be accommodated. Flush toilets, showers and coin laun- 
dries and driers are available. Picnic shelters and tap water 
are provided, 
* * * * 

Th Bragg Creek: Located inthe corner of Foothills M.D. 
No. 31 and about sixteen miles southwest of Calgary, the 
area of the park is 504 acres. Chiefly in the planning 


stage there are sites for picnicking. 
* * * * 


8. Crimson Lake: Consisting of 7795 acres in|I.D. 65, 
the lake and its surrounding park is nine miles north of 
Rocky Mountain House. Random camping is available 
for 40 trailers of which 35 may have electrical outlets 
and approximately 150 tents. Picnic shelters are provided 
as are washrooms with basins and laundry tubs. 
* * * * 

9. Cross Lake: In 1,D. 107 about 18 miles northeast of Faw- 
cett. Picnicking shelters, drinking water wells, change houses, 
playgroundequipment and a boat launching site are provided. The 
fishing (northern pike) is good. 

* * * * 
10. Cypress Hills: Locatedin!.D. 11 fifty miles southeast of Medi- 
cine Hat on Highway No. 48. Cypress Hills Provincial Park contains 
49,920 acres of scenic, historical and recreational beauty. The whole 
area is noted for forms of plant life more appropriately found in sub- 
tropical climates and for the timbered hills whichrise to anelevation 
of about 4000 feet. Elkwater Lake boasts amodern townsite with stores 7 
service station, motels and restaurant. Electrical outlets are provided 
for 21 trailers with sewage connections for 5 of these. There are also 
facilities for picnicking, boating, fishing and swimming, although the 
water in the lake has a tendency to remain cool. A Park Manager 
and assistants maintain residence in the townsite throughout the year . 

* * * * 
11. Dillberry Lake: As many as 70 tents and 60 trailers can be ac- 
commodated in the 78 acres comprising this little park. Locatedin 
Wainwright M.D. No. 61, the site is twelve miles southeast of Chau- 
vin. There are no electrical outlets to date but picnic shelters, a 
water well and playground equipment are provided. Swimming is ex- 
tensive and asandy beach is ideal for children. Fishermen catch perch 


and trout. 

* * * * 
12. Dinosaur Park: On both sides of the Red Deer River, this amazing 
area is locatedin Newell County No. 4 aswell as The Special Areas . 
Steveville is on its northern edge and Patricia is about nine miles south 
west while the town of Brooks is 40 miles distant in the same direction . 

The park is of major historical, botanical and geological signi- 

ficance and is notable for its displays and nature trails. Picnic tables 
and shelters, drinking water and playgrounds are provided, while a- 
bout 45 tents and trailers can be accommodated, 

* * * * 
13. Entrance: Fourteen miles northwest of Hinton, in I.D. 96, 
some 6,676 acres have been designatedas Entrance Provincial Park . 
Containing several lakes and streams the area has space for approxi- 
mately 100 tents and trailers as well as the 
(Next Page) 
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14. Garner Lake: 5 County of Smoky Lake No. 13, 2 1/2 miles 


north of Spedden, the park consists of 147 acres. Facilities include 
picnic shelters, a launching site, a pump, change houses and a boat 
rental concession. 

* * * * 
15. Gooseberry Lake: Location isin The Special Areas, nine miles 
north of Consort; 289 acres providing picnicking, boating and camping 
facilities. The lake is extremely alkaline but the beach is good. 

* * * * 
16. Hommy: As yetundeveloped the 16 acres comprising this little 
park are located in the County of Grande Prairie No. 1. In the vi- 
cinity of Beaverlodge and Albright. 

* * * * 
17. Kinbrook Island: In Lake Newell eleven miles south of Brooks 
in the County of Newell No. 4, the park contains 95 acres and pro- 
vides facilities for the full scope of holiday activities. A good sandy 
beach and good fishing (northern pike, perch, whitefish) assure its 
popularity. 

* * * * 
18. Lac Cardinal: Located in Peace M.D. No. 135, the facilities 
here consist of acres which are enjoyed especially by the people of 
nearby Grimshaw and Berwyn. Picnic shelters and tables, a well and 
a boat launching site have been provided; tent and trailer space is 
available, but without electrical outlets. 

* * * * 
19. Little Bow: Ten miles east of Championon the Travers Reservoir 
in the County of Vulcan No. 2. Tents and trailers random camped; 
picnic shelters and tables available; fair fishing, boat rentals, re- 
freshment booth in season. Swimming is extensive by local people 
although not recommended for unattended children. 

* * * * 
20. Little Fish Lake: Locationhere isin The Special Areas 32 miles 
southeast of Drumheller. Area is 151 acres containing change houses 
with a goodsandy beach, a launching site, picnic shelters and tables 


as well as playground equipment for children. 
* * * * 


21. Long Lake: Nearest settlement here is Newbrook which is north- 
east of Edmontonon Highway 46. Long Lake is in both the County of 
Thorhild No. Zand 1,D. 102. Space for 130 tents and trailers is pro- 
videdas are facilities for picnicking, boating, swimming and fishing . 

* * * * 
22. Ma-Me-O Beach - Four acres on the southend of Pigeon Lake 
are included in this park. In the Wetaskiwin County No. 10, the 
beach is approximately twenty-eight miles west of the City of Wet- 
askiwin. Due to the area and its popularity, camping and tenting is 
prohibited. The beach is good and change houses are available, as 
are picnic tables and playground equipment. 

* * * * 
23. Miquelon Lake: Contains 88 acressituated in the County of 
Camrose No. 22 some 19 miles northeast of the City. Tent and trailer 
parking, picnic shelters and tables, playground equipment and a 
launching site are provided. Swimming on sandy beach is ideal and 
drinking water from wells is piped to taps. 

* * * * 
24. Moonshine Lake: An area of 1922 acres west of Spirit River. 
In I,D, 134. The distance from Edmonton is 335 miles. The usual 
facilities for camping and picnics are available, including a mobile 
concession booth in season. 

* * * * 
25. O'Brien: Consists of 22 acresnine miles south of Grande Prairie 
thus putting the park in 1.D. 111. Drinkingwater from a well, pic- 
nic shelters and tables. Tentingspace is available and trailer parking 
is permitted . . . about 50 spaces in all. 

* * * * 
26. Park Lake: Inthe County of Lethbridge No. 26, Park Lake con- 
sists of 184acres some twelve miles northwest of Lethbridge. Facilities 
for camping and picnicking are available. Swimming is good but 
fishing is said to be fair. A caretaker is in residence throughout the 
year. There are no rental accommodations. 

* * * * 
27. PembinaRiver: Located on Highway 16A between Entwistle and 
Evansburg the park takes in 493 acres. The municipal location is 
Stony Plain M.D. No. 84. An attractive site along the river it can 
accommodate about 60 tents and 20 trailers. Picnic shelters, pumps 
for drinking water, playground equipment are provided. 

* * * * 


28. Red Lodge: This provincial park is located on the Little Red 
Deer River, 9 miles west of Bowden in the County of RedDeer No. 23. 
Consisting of 240 picturesque acres, it has ae camping for per- 
haps 35 tents and trailer units. A refreshment booth is available in 
season. Caretaker throughout the year. 


No. 11, the park covers 1195 acres. 
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29. Rochon Sands: This long established resort is locatednine miles 
north of Erskine on the south shore of Buffalo Lake. Asummer village 
has been incorporated within the County of Stettler No. 6. Facilities 
for camping and picnicking. Good beach for swimming. Boat launching 
is provided for and boats may be rented. In the park are 158 acres. 
* * * * 
30. Saskatoon Island: Back to the north-central part of the Province 
and the County of Grande Prairie No. 1 for this 256 acre park. On 
the site 14miles west of the City of Grande Prairie are the usualcamp- 
ing and picnicking facilities. A caretaker lives in the park through- 


out the summer season. 
* x * 


31. Taber Boel Park: Situate in the valley of the Old Man 


River 2 1/2 miles northof the town, this park is 127 acres of the M.D. 


of Taber No. 14. Trailer parking is permitted and tenting space is 





provided, A cistern provides drinking water. 
* 


* * * 


32. Thunder Lake: Nine miles west of Barrhead in Barrhead County 
Ideal sandy beach for swimming 
and plenty of shade for picnicking. A boat launching site is provided 
as are picnic shelters and children's playground equipment. 

* * * * 
33. The Vermilion: Adjacent to the town of Vermilion and on the 
river of the same name, this park comprising 2,000 acres can accom- 
modate 200 tents and 50 trailers of which 14 may be provided with 
electrical outlets. Tap water, picnic tables and shelters. Swimming 
is extensive with a good sandy beach, change houses and coin-oper- 
ated lockers. The park is in County of Vermilion River No. 24. 

* * * * 


34, Wabamun Lake: On the north shore of the lake, the park is 40 
miles west of Edmonton inthe Municipal District of Stony Plain No. 
84, Areaof 692 acres provides ample room for tent and trailer camping 
but no electricaloutlets. Change houses andlockers are available and 
swimming on safe sandy beach isextensive. Boating and fishing (jack- 
fish and perch) are extremely popular. 
* * * * 
35. Williamson: Consisting of 45 acres Williamson Provincial Park 
is ten miles west of Valleyview in 1.D, 126. With room for 20 tents 
and an equal number of trailers the usual facilities have been devel- 
oped. Boating and fishing may be enjoyed. 
* * * * 
36. Willow Creek: Located in Willow Creek M.D. No. 26a few 
miles west of Stavely, the park contains 76 acres. Camp and picnic 
grounds as well as a playground have been developed. 
* * * * 
37. Winagami Lake: Havingan area of 2952 acres in I.D. 25 this 
park is 15 miles southeast of McLennan and helps fill holiday needs 
of the people of High Prairie to the southeast. Drinking water is from 
a filter system piped to taps. Swimming isextensive on agood sandy 
beach. Fair fishing and good boating. A park warden isin residence 
throughout the year. 
* * * * 
38. Woolford: East of Carstonin Cardston M.D. No. 6, Woolford 
Provincial Park covers 70 acres. It includes facilities for the usual 
summer camping and epicmicl ina. 
* * * 
39. Writing-On-Stone: Twenty-six miles east of Milk River in the 
County of Warner No. 5, of Warner No. 5, this unique area comprises 1055 acres of 
natural historical sites, eerie hoodoo formations and Indian petro- 
graphs. It is 402 miles from Edmonton. Trailers and tents (about 50 
each) canbe accommodated. An old North West Mounted Police post 
nearby adds to the historical interest of the park. A rodeois featured 
during the summer months on alternate weekends. © 


STEPPING-STONES IN ASSESSMENT 
(From Page 3) 

Under this new arrangement the school authority requisitioned 
member municipalities for its needs,over and above government grants , 
with operating costs apportioned pro rata on the assessment base. In 
any .case where assessment levels of member municipalities were at 
Sees sontributions were obviously inequitable and this situation 
would continue unless and until reassessment measures were under- 
taken. 

Where revaluation meant an increase in the total assessment of 
a municipality, opposition to this action was quite naturally encoun- 
tered as it 5 ante increase in the contribution of the municipality 
and therefore an increase in taxes payable by property owners even 
though such was probably quite fair and justifiable. 

1938: The Assessment Act applied to all municipalities except 
cities and provided for the issuance of formal instructions to assessors 
through an Assessment Manual. With the enlargement of municipal 
units undertaken in 1942, the need for a comprehensive and solid as~ 
sessment program became more pronounced. (Concluded Next Month) 
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STATISTICS RELATING TO SUPERVISION IN 1964 
© FOR MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS ... ican Improved 


Mileage In 
Number Total Average Number Miles Improved M.D, Super- 
No. — of Days Total Payable to Paid Per of Days Per Travelled Per Road vised Per 
Name Clrs. Supervision Mileage Councillors Councillor Councillor Councillor Mileage Councillor 





6,921 OZ 347. Nee 988.73 
By iV .98 : 18. 1,027.40 
3,616 42 : Wo 516.57 
16,089 18 5 33. 2,298.47 
17,374 .88 : 40. 2,482.00 
2,270 .40 ; " 378.33 
41,730 .60 - : 5,961.43 
16,903 . 36 : : 3,380.60 
De WA 74 : ; 1,311.00 
10,277 49 : 3 1,468.14 
Ve Hs 64 < ; 1,138.86 
21,480 .60 : : 3,068.57 
25,146 af 7 é 3,592.28 
10, 700 oh) A . 2,140.00 
8,098 26 - : 1,619.60 
14,729 98 : ; 2,104.14 
28, 885 20 - 4,126.43 
16,765 30 , é 3,350.00 
22,000 .00 : : 4,400.00 
2,250 00 : : 562.50 
4,800 .00 c : 800.00 
3,450 .00 : : 575.00 


TOTALS: 136 3,693.66 295,769 $ 90,291.57 26, 285. 80 


AVERAGE PER MUNICIPALITY 167.90 13,444 4,104.20 1,194.82 
AVERAGE PER COUNCILLOR . 2,174.76 

HIGHEST 280 41,730 9,207.60 $ 1,315. 5 5,961.43 1,933.25 
LOWEST 37 2,250 716.40 $ 119.40 5 378.33 272 


e AND FOR COUNTIES SOE SSN 


Improved 
Total Average Average “Mileage In 
Number Total Average Number Miles Improved Co. Super- 
No. of Days Total Payable to Paid Per of Days Per Travelled Per Road vised Per 
Name Clrs. Supervision Mileage Councillors Councillor Councillor Councillor Mileage Councillor 


Cardston 
Pincher Creek 
Taber 
Willow Creek 
Foothills 
Acadia 
Rocky View 
Starland 
Kneehill 
Provost 
Wainwright 
Flagstaff 
Minburn 
Lamont 
Stony Plain 
Bonnyville 
Westlock 

Lac Ste Anne 
Smoky River 
Spirit River 
Peace 
Fairview 


Se ON ee a 


Grande Prairie 11 Meds 2,744 Smeg 2o% : A 457 33 : 438.17 
Vulcan 1] 48.5 3,300 lor .70 : 660.00 , 487.75 
Ponoka a25 13, 783 3,865. - . 1,969.00 3 220.50 
Newell 11,355 4,255. ‘ ‘ 1,261.66 ; 167.11 
Warner 4,807 1,941. é ‘ 534.10 4 179229 
Stettler 75 8,186 DOLL. E : 909.55 ‘ 214.11 
Thorhild WO 13,991. 4,637. 3 g 1,998.78 . 187.78 
Forty Mile AN) 3,082 Epa E i 616.40 ; 435.80 
Beaver 11,980 5057. , 4 eaileAs ‘ 229 .82 
Wetaskiwin 18,930 6,23 1% : ‘ 2,704.28 : 156807 
Barrhead 225 12A725 4,410. : ; 1,817.85 a 117.78 
Athabasca 0 15,782 5,411. . 2 UES Z 161.44 
Smoky Lake 20,658 6,393. : : 2,951.14 = 130.57 
Lacombe 7,028 ; , 4 1,004.00 é 2132425 
Sturgeon a) 8,808 : : ; 1,258.28 A 174, 
Wheatland Z2laZ ; 5 3 SHG s/t ; 380. 
Mountain View Bhi) 72S) ; % § 4,532.7) : 278. 
Paintearth 2,092 : 3 298.86 x 207. 
St. Paul 27, 488 3 : : 3,926.86 ; 145. 
Strathcona 6, 864 é ‘ i 1,372.80 : 189. 
Two Hills 18,315 % x , 2,616.42 

Camrose 34,598 F 3 : 4,942.57 

Red Deer 19,603 : : j : 2,800.43 

Vermilion River 13, 228 3 F 5 1,898.28 

Leduc Soo f c 4 8,191.16 

Lethbridge 216.75 18,400 5,459.27 R 3 2,628.57 


TOTALS: 198 4,828.75  408,945.5 $ 120,059.67 42,036. 85 
AVERAGE PER COUNTY 185,72 15,728.67 $ 4,617.68 1,616.80 
AVERAGE PER COUNCILLOR 2,190.96 
HIGHEST 280 57,337 87 O5le76) alpooeagZ 40.00 8,191.16 2,662.25 
LOWEST 23.5 2,774 722.34 116.22 4.70 298 86 914 


OANAUARWN — | IL 
fo) 


SENT EN LOr Ny SINT NTE sOe NIST NSO) N80 SO 80'S) 


N.B, Figures in brackets indicate number of councillors on municipal supervision committee, remainder use whole council. 


ASSESSORS MEET IN EDMONTON 


(From Page 1) ne ae 


livered a hard-hitting address on Assessment Exemptions. Mr. Chap- 
pell is well qualified to deal with the subject as he was formally 
the Commissioner of Assessments for his Province. He expressed the 
view that exemptions corrupt a tax system. 


One of the highlights of the conference was the presentation 
of life membership certificates by J.B. Laidlaw, Alberta's Assessment 
Commissioner, to pioneer assessors of the Province. The scrolls were 
presented ata testimonial luncheon held at Lister Hall on April 8th. 
The pioneers were also presented with lapel buttons. 


A curling competition held on April 8th attracted 64 curling 
enthusiasts to the Menorah Curling Club. The winning foursome was 
skipped by Ken King of Stony Plain. Also in the social side was a 
gala banquet and dance at the Hillcrest Country Club which wound up 
the conference. Some 260 members and guests attended. 


Judging from many kindly comments the Alberta Assessors’ As- 
sociation 1965 Conference was an unqualified success. It might also 
be mentioned that the large turnout was very gratifying to all those 


who participated in setting up the conference. (PSEC. )/@ 
VETERAN SECRETARY HONORED 
(From Page 1) 
District Se- 


cretary-Treasurers, of which he was a life-long member. The pre- 
sentation was made by Del McQueen, Secretary-Treasurerof Vulcan 
County No. 2, who is himself a thirty-nine year veteran. 


A native of Lanarkshire, Scotland, where he was born March 
26, 1898, Dave Gardiner came to Canada with his family in 1911, 
settling in Winnipeg. After serving withthe Signal Corps throughout 
World War 1, he returned to Winnipeg but in 1920 moved to Alberta 
to join his brother in municipal work as assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
of Dowling Lake. 


The following year he took over from his brother and held the 
position until 1925 when he moved to the M.D. of Bow Valley No. 
219. Mr. Gardiner was Secretary-Treasurer of Bow Valley for eleven 
years, moving on to the M.D. of Beddington No. 220 in 1936. Bed- 
dington and Sheppard were combined in 1943-44 to form the M.D. of 
Conrich and with further enlargements later became the M.D. of Cal- 
gary No. 44. The name was again changed in 1956, this time to the 
M.D. of Rocky View No. 44. 


The records show that David Gardiner was enroiledas a member 
of the Alberta Associationof M.D. Secretary-Treasurers "at ameeting 
during which the constitution and by-laws of the Association were a- 
dopted". This was on March 16, 1922. He has been a member since 
that date andservedas President of the Association from 1944 to 1946. 


Commenting on his work with the AAMDST, Gordon King, As- 
sociation Secretary-Treasurer, writes "Dave Gardiner has been awill- 
ing worker onmany committees throughout the years; one who has al- 
ways sought the betterment of our Association, who has contributed 
papers tonumerous refresher courses, and who has always been in the 
forefront for the development of new ideas and procedures for more 
efficient office administration. " 


Mr. Gardiner plans to remainin Calgary. He will be long re- 
membered by his many friends and by municipal people everywhere. © 
a 

ADVISORY COMMITTEES CONFER 


(From Page 1) discussion on the 


welfare program and it's attendant problems. Moderator was D.R. 
Watson, Secretary-Accountant, DMA, with panel members D.W. 
Rogers, Deputy Minister, and J.R. Smith, Director of Social Planning, 
Department of Public Welfare, J.M. Heathman, Committee man from 
1,D. 124, and E.J. Watson, Committee man from 1,D. 109. Widely 
divergent points of view were presented by the panel members, followed 
by a lively question and discussion period. 

O.G, Bratvold, Supervisor of Crop Improvement from the Field 
Crops Branch, Department of Agriculture, next spoke on Agricultural 
Relief Advances which, in the opinionof the speaker, should properly 
be classed as loans to those who have no other source of credit. 

The establishment of rural fire protection areas was outlined 
next by W.D. MacKay, Deputy Fire Commissioner, followed by Dr. 
A.R. Schragg, Assistant Director, Division of Mental Health, De- 
partment of Health, who spoke on the ‘new Mental Health Act. He 
noted that there isa new approach to mental illness whichstresses the 
dignity of the human being. 

The day was concluded by a well-attended banquet in the Social 
Room of the Auditorium, at which Hon. H.E. Stromwas guest speaker . 
He spoke on his recent trip to Jamaicawhere he had represented the 
Province at the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. In addi- 
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SECRETARY S 
CALENDAR 


FOR JUNE 
Municipal District Act 


Sth - Secretary-treasurer shall prepare a statement of monies 
received and their disposition, submit to council at next meeting and 
enter a copy in the minutes. Sec. 61(1)(v). 


June 1 - First third of the School Foundation Program requisi- 
tion due to the Department of Education. Sec. 304a(5). School Act. 


June 15 - Second quarter of supplementary school requisition 
due. (Unapproved costs). Sec. 338. 


June 30 - Requisition for unapproved hospital costs to be paid 
on or before this date. Sec. 16. Alberta Hospitals Act. 


July 1 - First third of klospitalization Benefits requisition due 
to Department of Municipal Affairs. Sec. 50. Alberta Hospitals Act . 


Prior to September 15th the council shall provide for holding 
a nomination meetingon the Ist Saturday in November. Sec. 96(1) . 


Town and Village Act 


15th - Secretary-treasurer shall prepare a statement of monies 
received and their disposition, submit to council atnext meeting and 
enter a copy in the minutes. Sec. 67(r). 


June 1 - First third of the School Foundation Program requisi- 
tion due to the Department of Education. Sec. 304a(5). School Act. 


June 15 - Second quarter of supplementary school requisition 


due. (Unapproved costs). Sec. 355. 


June 30 - Requisition for unapproved hospital costs to be paid 
on or before this date. Sec. 16. Alberta Hospitals Act. 


July 1 - First third of Hospitalization Benefits requisition due 
to Department of Municipal Affairs. Sec. 50. Alberta Hospitals Act. 


July 1 - Appoint enumerators on or before this date. Sec. 112(1). 


Secretary-treasurers are advised to obtain the 1965 Amendments 
to their Acts from the Queen's Printers so as to be aware of various 
changes by legislation. E.J.B. @ 
er 
tion toa most informative talk, motion pictures of the trip were shown, 
with a running commentary by Mr. Strom, 


The second day began with J.P. Church, Chief Maintenance 
Engineer, Department of Highways, stating that his Department ap- 
preciated the assistance which the Advisory Committees were giving 
to his district engineers. He then answered many questions from the 
members present. 

D.R. Watson, Secretary-Accountant, Department of Municipal 
Affairs, spoke briefly on tax discounts and the possibility of doing a- 
way with them, thereby effecting a mill rate reduction of from 2 to 
4 mills. 

The next speaker, Gordon Sterling, Alberta Co-Ordinator for 
ARDA, mentioned the pilot project now underway in|.D.'s 78, 79, 95 
and 109. A similar survey is planned for the St. Paul area, taking in 
1.D.'s 85, 101 and 102. It is hoped that the report will contain firm 
recommendations as tothe shape future rural development will take in 
the surveyed areas. 

W. Lobay and J.B. Gurba, of the Department. of Agriculture, 
being Supervisors of Crop Protection and Pest Control respectively, 
spoke on their specialties of weed and pest control. 


The afternoon session started with a discussion on Assessment 
Equalization by J.B. Laidlaw, Provincial Assessment Commissioner . 
Mr. Laidlaw was followedby R.E. Bailey, Chief Engineer, Water Re- 
sources Branch, Department of Agriculture, who spoke on drainage 
projects and water resources in general. He said that conservation 
and wise use of our water resources should be everyone's concern. 

A.W. Morrison, Deputy Minister, Department of Municipal Af- 
fairs, spoke on various statutes affecting rural areas, giving a fairly 
detailed account of the county system in Alberta. He made it clear 
that neither he nor the Department were contemplating the compul- 
sory establishment of either municipal districts or counties in the 
existing 1.D.'s, but said that he considered it desirable for areas to 
have self-government where it was economically feasible. 

Crop Damage Compensation and the general policies of the Fish 
& Wild Life Division, Department of Lands & Forests, were dealt with 
by Curt Smith, Director. 

It was recommended by the delegates that qualifications of ad- 
visory committee members should be similar to those of a municipal 
councillor, that the daily rate of remuneration for committee work be 
$15 and that the mileage rate remain unchanged. (A.R.1.) @ 
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PARKS OF ALBERTA —ricturt Pace 


@ ALBERTA GOVERNMENT PHOTOS 





PEMBINA RIVER . . . between Entwistle and Evansburg in Stony Plain 
M. D., an attractive site beside flowing water. 





WABAMUN LAKE (up) is 40 miles west of Edmonton . 
Sailing isextremely popular and there's ample room 
for tents and trailers. 


CYPRESS HILLS (down) has 
Elkwater Lake and townsite in abroadvalley. South 
of Medicine Hat, its 78 square miles are filled with 


WINAGAMI.. . . near McLennan, swimming is scenic, historical and recreational beauty. 


extensive on a sandy beach. 





WRITING-ON-STONE. . . twenty-six miles east 
of Milk River, eerie hoodoos and Indian petro- 
graphs. 
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